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ACTION INL-Ol 


INFO L0OG-00 ACDA-08 ACDE-00 INLB-01 AID-00 ARA-0O1 ACQ-01 
CIAE-00 DEAE-00 DINT-00 DOEE-00 SRPP-00 DS-00 EB-00 


OIGO-01 UTED-00 H-Oi TEDE-00 INR-00 JUSE-00 L-01 

ADS-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 OMB-01 PA-00 PM-00 PRS-00 

P-00 SP-00 SS-00 TRSE-00 T-00 USIE-00 DTC-O01 

SGHD-00 PMB-00 DSCC-00 PRM-01 DRL-02 G-00 SAS-00 
/020W 


~----------------- 91B158 291644Z /38 
P 291641Z DEC 98 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2649 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC//JCS-CND// PRIORITY 
DSAA WASHDC PRIORITY 
USCINCSO MIAMI FL//J5/33// 


UNCLAS CARACAS 003847 
STATE FOR INL/LP, ARA/AND 


E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, SNAR, PREL, VE 
SUBJECT: C-26 AIRCRAFT FOR VENEZUELA: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION 


REFTEL: STATE 213115 


1. DESPITE REPEATED DEMARCHES BY EMBASSY AND MILGROUP, OUTGOING 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE RINCON BRAVO AND HIS STAFF HAVE NOT REACHED A 
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DECISION ON WHICH SERVICE WILL RECEIVE THE TWO C-26 AIRCRAFT 
SLATED FOR VENEZUELA UNDER THE 506(A) (2) PROGRAM. WE HAD HOPED 
THAT THE DEFENSE MINISTRY WOULD MAKE A DECISION ON THIS ISSUE 
EVEN IN THE WANING DAYS OF THE CALDERA ADMINISTRATION. HOWEVER, 
ANY HOPE OF MOVEMENT BY THE OUTGOING ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN 
ENDED BY PRESIDENT-ELECT CHAVEZ' RAPID MOVE TO ENGAGE IN MILITARY 
AFFAIRS BY NAMING GENERAL RAUL SALAZAR TO BECOME MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE. ALTHOUGH SALAZAR WILL NOT TAKE OVER UNTIL FEBRUARY 2, 
HE IS ALREADY ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN MILITARY PLANNING FOR THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION. WHILE WE WILL RAISE THE C-26 ISSUE WITH GENERAL 
SALAZAR, THIS IS NOT AN ISSUE HE CAN GIVE US AN OFFICIAL ANSWER 
ON BEFORE HE BECOMES MINISTER. 


2. WE NOTE THAT THE VENEZUELAN MILITARY CONTINUES TO PURSUE THE 
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TWO C~26 AIRCRAFT OFFERED UNDER THE 506 PROGRAM. COMMANDER OF 
NAVAL OPERATIONS ADMIRAL FUENTES SANGUINO RECENTLY REITERATED TO 
ALUSNA THE NAVY'S DESIRE TO RECEIVE THESE PLANES. AT THE SAME 
TIME, THE AIR FORCE BELIEVES THAT THE AIRCRAFT SHOULD GO TO IT AS 


ORIGINALLY PLANNED. 


3. EMBASSY REQUESTS AN EXTENSION OF THE DEADLINE FOR A 
VENEZUELAN DECISION ON WHICH SERVICE WILL GET THE AIRCRAFT 
(REFTEL) UNTIL FEBRUARY 28. WHILE WE UNDERSTAND MOVEMENT ON 
QCRAFT IS LONG OVERDUE, THE OUTGOING ADMINISTRATION WILL 

NOT MAKE A DECISION AND WE BELIEVE IT WILL BE A NEGATIVE SIGNAL 
TO THE NEW LEADERSHIP OF THE MILITARY IF WE DECIDE TO WITHDRAW 


THE OFFER OF AIRCRAFT NOW. 
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